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1. The UCLG Congress – The Local and Regional Leaders World Summit - is organised every 3 years and it brings together over 3000 local and regional elected representatives and practitioners from around the world. 
2. The UCLG World Congress aims to be the focal point for the local government world and the primary meeting point for local elected representatives and their partners. The UCLG World Congress will need to build on the networking capacity of the membership and the strong partnerships developed with the international institutions to become the place where the international agenda of local authorities is defined. It needs to be the place where elected officers and practitioners come to meet and exchange experiences.  
1. The 2010 UCLG World Congress will take place in Mexico City in 2010, from Tuesday 16 to Saturday 20 November 2010. Mexico celebrates both the 200th anniversary of its Independence and 100th anniversary of its Revolution. November 20 is the anniversary of the Mexican Revolution and the host city attaches importance to inviting all the Congress participants to those celebrations. 
Structure
2. The Congress will take place at the heart of the city and sessions will be held in different municipal buildings, such as museums, palaces etc. This will provide the participants the unique opportunity to experience Mexico. It will also imply a considerable amount of commuting and transportation between the different venues.
3. The opening session would take place on the morning of Thursday 18 November and the closing session on the afternoon of Saturday 20 November. However, committee meetings will be taking place as of Wenesday 17 November, when there will also be a welcome reception. 
4. The Congress will be organized in plenary sessions, parallel sessions and partner-events. These will be complemented by an Urban World Fair which would be organized in the Zócalo of Mexico City and would be open to the public.
5. In order to provide greater opportunities to all local stakeholders to participate actively, parallel events may be organized by UCLG’s partners. 
Themes of Plenary Sessions
A. Global crises, local impacts: local and regional governments facing the challenges 
B. The cities of 2030: building a new development model   
C. Local and Regional Governments in Global Governance

Parallel workshops
A. Crisis / Decentralisation
a.1.
Crisis 

· Crisis driving towards innovation (supporting economic activity, social solidarity, local governance)
a.2. 
Local Finances

· Local Finances – Local governments facing the global and regional challenges 

– Presentation of the Second UCLG World Report on Decentralization and Local Democracy 

a.3. 
Decentralisation
·  Unfunded Mandates 
a.4. 
Public Services 

· Public Basic Services: new choices, new obligations 
a.5. 
Local an Regional Economic Development

· Local Economic Development: Creating employment through local policies    
B. Solidarity responsive cities/ Social inclusion  
b.1. 
Social inclusion  / Migration / Gender Equality
· Migration and social inclusion: avoiding the permanence of temporary measures
participatory and integration policies
b.2. 
Urbanization

· Urban space in the Twenty-first Century: rethinking instruments to shape cities  

b.3. 
Mobility and urban transformation

· Transformation, movement, change : guaranteeing sustainable livelihoods
b.4. 
Culture: pillar of sustainable development
· Culture: fifth pillar of development
b.5. 
Solidarity-driven Metropolis 

· The global cities: building new models of governance 

C.  Local Governments in Global Governance

c.1. 
Peace

· City Diplomacy: fostering dialogue, identifying possibilities
c.2. 
Climate Change/ Biodiversity

· Climate Change: after Copenhagen What? Local Governments after Copenhagen

c.3. 
Aid Effectiveness

· Cooperation among cities and associations of local governments: facing the aid effectiveness agenda.  
c.4. 
Regional integration

· Local Governments and the regional integration mechanisms (UE, UA, ASEAN, Ibero-American Forum, Union for the Mediterranean)

c.5. 
World Campaigns

· World Campaigns- efficient political tools?


Involvement of local and regional governments in the UN campaigns (Millennium Campaigns, Sustainable Cities, Urban Risk Prevention etc.)

